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Recovery from sickness, preservation from any grievous calamity, danger, or other event which excites grateful feelings, are the usual inducements to visiting the Durgah, with both males and females, amongst the Mussulmatm population of Lueknow. These recurrences yield ample stores of cash, clothes, &e. left at the disposal of the Guardian, who, if a good man, disperses these charitable donations amongst the indigent with a liberality equal to that of the donors in their various offerings.
The Durgah had grown into general respect, when a certain reigning Nuwaub was afflicted by a severe and tedious illness, which baffled the skill of his physicians, and resisted the power of the medicine resorted to for his recovery. A confidential Najoom I (astrologer), in the service of his Highness, of great repute in his profession, advised his master to make a vow, that4 If in the wisdom of Divine Providence his health should be restored, he would build a new Durgah on the site of the old one, to be dedicated to Abass Ali, and to be the shrine for the sacred deposit of the crest of Hosein'. The Nuwaub, it appears, recovered rapidly after the vow had been made, and he went in great pomp and state to return thanks to God in this Durgah, surrounded by the nobles and officers of his Court, and the whole strength of his establishment accompanied him on the occasion. So grand was the spectacle, that the old people of the city talk of it at this day as a scene never equalled in the annals of Lueknow, for splendour and magnificence ; immense sums of money were distributed on the road to the populace, and at the Durgah ; the multitude, of all classes, hailing his emancipation from the couch of sickness with deafening cheers of vociferous exultation.
In fulfilment of his vow, the Nuwaub gave immediate orders for erecting the magnificent edifice, which now graces the suburbs of Lueknow, about five miles from that part of the city usually occupied by the Sovereign Ruler of the province of Glide. By virtue of the Nuwaub's vow and recovery, the before-respected Durgah has, thus newly built, increased in favour with the public ; and, on account of the veneration they have for all that concerns their Emaums, the banners t, * an astrologer'; 'ilm-i-nujum, * astrology, astronomy *. D2